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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


The Council Dinner. 
For the third year in succession the Council of the 
British Medical Association has decided to hold a dinner 
on the occasion of its October meeting, which will this year 
fall on Wednesday, October 22nd. It should be carefully 
noted that although this dinner is called ‘“ the Council 
dinner,”’ to distinguish it from the annual dinner of the 
Association held in connexion with the Annual Meeting, 
it is open to any member of the Association who wishes to 
attend and to bring guests. Ladies are cordially invited. 
The principal object of the dinner is to do honour to any 
retiring officers of the Association, and on this occasion the 
guests of the evening will be Mr. C. P. Childe, retiring 
President ; Dr. R. Wallace Henry, retiring Chairman of the 
Representative Body; and Dr. G. E. Haslip, retiring 
Treasurer. Also the dinner will, as heretofore, be made the 
occasion of extending an invitation to many distinguished 
guests, in particular those who are unable to attend the 
annual dinner. In addition to the Presidents of the Royal 
Colleges, and of various medical and kindred societies, in- 
vitations are being sent to the Prime Minister, the Minister 
of Health, the Home Secretary, the Colonial Secretary, the 
President of the Board of Education, the Postmaster- 
General, the Secretary of State for Scotland, and several 
permanent heads of departments; also to the Lord Mayor 
of London, the Mayor of Bradford, and the medical mem- 
bers of Parliament. The dinner will be held at the Hotel 
Victoria, at 7 for 7.30 p.m.; tickets 10s. 6d., exclusive 
of wine. Orders and decorations will be worn. As the 


accommodation is limited,early application to the Financial 


Secretary and Business Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.2, is 
desirable. 


Examination of Emigrants to the United States, 

Intimation has been given by the American Consular 
Service, London, to the Medical Secretary that an instruc 
tion has been received by the Consulate from the immigra- 
tion authorities of the United States that, in future, 
persons desiring to emigrate from this country to the 
United States must be examined by medical practitioners 
who are members of the British Medical Association. At 
its request the Consulate has therefore been supplied with 
copies of the List of Members of the Association, and will 
also be kept supplied with all future lists. 


The Panel Conference. 
The Conference of Local Medical and Panel Committees 
will be held, under the chairmanship of Dr, H. Guy Dain 
of Birmingham, at the Central Hall, Westminster, London, 


S.W., on Thursday, October 16th, commencing at 10 a.m. 
Although the matters to be discussed this year at the 
Conference are not of such absorbing interest as last 
year, there are, nevertheless, many of importance which 
will engage the attention of those present and which will 
doubtless give rise to some interesting discussions. The 
night before the Conference Dr. H. B. Brackenbury, the 
Chairman of the Insurance Acts Committee, will be the guest 
of the evening at a soirée, when he will be presented with 
a gold watch, a canteen of silver, and a cheque in recogni- 
tion of his valuable services to the profession, and more 
especially to insurance practitioners during the time that 
he has been chairman of the Committee. On the evening 
of the Conference the usual dinner to the Insurance Acts 
Committee will be held in the Trocadero Restaurant at 
7 for 7.30 p.m. This function, as in the past, has been 
organized by the London Panel Committee, and it bids fair 
to be as successful and enjoyable as its predecessors. 


Bedford County Council: Arbitration on Salaries. 

The Public Health Committee of the British Medical 
Association, at its meeting on September 26th, received a 
report of a successful arbitration case connected with the 
salaries of the medical officers of the Bedford County 
Council, A proposal had been made in that council to 
reduce the salaries of all its staff, but as there was a 
difference of opinion as to the advisability of this action 
the matter was referred to arbitration. The Ministry of 
Labour appointed Sir W. Mackenzie, K.B.E., K.C., under 
Section 2 (2) (b)_of the Industrial Courts Act, 1919, to 
determine whether any, and if so what, reduction should 
be made in the remuneration at present paid to members 
of the administrative, technical, and clerical staffs of the 
council. The case was to be undertaken on behalf of the 
staff by the National Association of Local Government 
Officers, but as the medical officers were anxious that their 
Association should have a hand in the matter, the British 
Medical Association agreed to co-operate with the National 
Association of Local Government Officers as on former 
occasions, and Dr. Courtenay Lord (Assistant Medical 
Secretary) was appointed to state the case for the doctors. 
When the case came up for argument the member of the 
Bedford County Council who was advocating the reduction 
laid stress on the fact that it was time that the allowances 
for locomotion should be cut down, as the cost of travel 
by car had fallen. considerably since the war, overlooking 
the fact that the Bedford County Council’s travelling allow- 
ances had been fixed before the war and never subsequently 
raised. He also attempted to magnify the salaries paid, 
by including all the official expenses in addition to actual 
salaries. The arbitrator decided that no reduction should 
be made in the remuneration paid at present to members 
of the administrative, clerical, and technical staffs of the 


council, 
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Gritish Medical Association. 


“REPORT OF INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE, 1923-24. 


I.—ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY. 


Direct REPRESENTATIVES ON INSURANCE AcTs COMMITTEE. 


1. As a result of the votin by Members of Local Medical 
and Panel Committees, the following practitioners were elected 
as direct representatives upon the Committee for the Session 
1923-4 :—Dr. J. G. McCutcheon, Glasgow, and Dr. D. Rorie, 
D.8.0., Cults, Aberdeenshire (Group “‘A’’); Dr. Andrew 
Smith, Whickham, Co. Durham (Group “B’”’); Dr. G. B. 
Hillman, M.B.E., and Dr. G. . Sotguick, Rotherham 
(Group “ C’’); Dr. R. G. McGowan, Manchester, Dr. H. F. 
Oldham, M.B.E., Morecambe, and Dr. Frank Radcliffe, 
n, Crewe, and 


Dr..T. Ridley Bailey, Bilston, Staffs. (Group “G@”); Mr. E. 
Lewis Lilley, F.R.C.S., Leicester (Group “H”’); Dr. John 
Steed, Hereford (Group “I”’); Dr. D. G. Greenfield, Rushden, 
Northants: (Group “J’”’); Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman, 
Andover, Hants. (Group “‘ K ’’); Dr. T. Wood Locket, West- 
bury, Wilts. (Group “ L’’); Dr. J. J. Day, Canterbury, and 
Dr. E. R. Fothergill, Hove (Group “M’”’); Dr. H. B. 
Brackenbury, are | and Dr. C. H. Panting, Leyton (Group 
““N”’); Dr. H. J. Cardale, London, and Dr. E. A. Gregg, 
London (Group “0O”’). 
ATTENDANCE at MEETINGS. 
2. A list of attendances at Insurance Acts Committee 


meetings and Sub-Committees during the Session from the 1923 
Annual Conference to September 18th, 1924, is circulated with 


the report. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF OUTSIDE BopiEs. 

3. The following nominees of outside bodies were appointed 
members of the Committee for the past session :—Dr. Mabel 
Ramsay, Plymouth (Medical Women’s Federation); Dr. G. F. 
Buchan, Willesden (Society of Medical Officers of Health), 
and Dr. A. E. Cope, London (Poor Law Medical Officers’ 
Association). Mr. H. S. Souttar, C.B.E., F.R.C.S., was 
re-appointed by the Hospitals Committee of the Association as 
@ representative of the Staff of a Voluntary Hospital. 


CHAIRMAN. 
4. Dr. H. B. Brackenbury was re-appointed Chairman. 


Deatn or Dr. ANDREW SMITH AND Dr. R. J. Farman. 


5. The Committee deeply regrets to have to record the death 
of Dr. Andrew Smith of Whickham, County Durham, direct 
representative on the Committee for Group “B” (North- 
umberland and Durham) since 1920, and also of Dr. R. J. 
Farman (Secretary of the London Panel Committee), one of 
the Committee’s nominees upon the Distribution Committee. 


Stanpine OrpERs—REscIssion oF RESOLUTIONS. 

6. The Committee is of opinion that motions for the Con- 
ference referring to the rescission of previous resolutions 
should be printed, not only in the final Agenda, but also in 
the provisional Agenda in order that all Panel Committees 
may have ample opportunity to consider any such motion. 
The Committee, therefore, recommends :— 


Recommendation: That the word “ provisional ”’ be 
substituted for the word “‘printed”’ in the following 
Standing Order XIII of the Conference :— : 


(XIII) Rescission of Resolutions: A motion to 
rescind any resolution of a previous Conference shall 
not be in order at any subsequent Conference unless 
at least 14 days’ notice has been given to the Insur- 
ance Acts Committee so as to allow of its insertion 
in the printed Agenda. Such notice shall be given 
by not less than five Panel Committees. 


MempBers APPOINTED BY THE ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE 
1924. 
7. The five Members of the Committee elected by the Annual 
Representative Meeting, 1924, of the B.M.A. are as follows :— 
Dr. J. W. Bone (Luton) ’ 
Dr. H. G. Dain (Birmingham) 
Dr. E. R. Fothergill (Hove) 
Dr. P. Macdonald (York) 
Dr. R. W. Craig (Dalkeith) ... ... 


England and 
Wales. 


Scotland- 


II.—1924 CAPITATION FEE. 


8. The outstanding feature of the Committee’s work during 
the past year has been the negotiations in connection with the 
1924 capitation fee, and although Panel Committees were 
kept fully informed of the various stages of the negotiations, 
it may be helpful briefly to recapitulate the events which led 
up to the settlement of this question. 


9. It was realised that the figure which the Minister of 
Health had in mind was the sum of 8s. On account of the 
efforts of the Insurance Acts Committee, however, the first 
official offer of the Minister of Health was (a) 8s. per annum 
for five years, or (b) 8s. 6d. per annum for three years. 


10. The Annual Conference in October last definitely rejected 
the first of these alternatives. With regard to (b) the Con- 
ference expressed the opinion that this was inadequate and 
asked for arbitration on the lines of that of 1920. Arbitration 
was, however, refused by the Minister of Health and it became 
necessary to put into operation the Collective Bargaining 
Scheme and call for the resignation of insurance practitioners 
throughout the country. This first test of the Scheme was 
extremely satisfactory, for within ten days nearly 95 per cent. 
of the practitioners working under the Act had lodged their 
resignations with their Panel Committee Secretaries in 
readiness for transmission to the Insurance Committee if the 
necessity arose, only one area failing to secure the necessary 
66°6 per cent of its constituents. ; 


1], Armed with this knowledge a deputation from the 
Insurance Acts Committee met the Minister of Health on 
October 30th, but as little or no progress was made towards 
a settlement, instructions were given to gvery Panel Com- 
mittee Secretary (except the one in whose area the necessary 
majority had not been obtained) to hand in the resignations 
in his possession to the Insurance Committee. On _ the 
following day .(October 31st) the same deputation again met 
the Minister, and, as a result a revised offer was made by 
him, the main points of which were as follows :— 


(1) An impartial Royal Commission to be appointed to 
investigate and report on the whole system established 
under the National Health Insurance Acts, including 
medical benefit and the remuneration of the practitioner. 
The terms of reference to be agreed with the profession 


(2) A sum of £250,000 to be provided for 1924 for the 
mileage fund of England and Wales and to meet other 
points with regard to the be practitioner which had 
already been the subject discussion. between repre- 
sentatives of the profession and the Ministry. Scottish 
mileage to be discussed, as in the past, with the Scottish 
Board of Health. 

(3) The following alternatives as regards the capitation 
fee for treatment :— 

(a) A capitation fee of 8s. 6d. to be paid for five 
ears from January lst next, provided that, if the 

yal Commission above referred to during the 
currency of that period suggests any material altera 
tion of conditions of service, the profession shal] be 
free to reopen the question of remuneration; or 


(b) A special Court of Enquiry will be set up by the 
’ Minister as soon as possible and instructed to report 
on the capitation fee to be paid as from January Ist 
next. The contract will be made on the basis of the 
fee recommended by the Court of Enquiry, the Govern- 
‘ment undertaking to go to Parliament for the 
necessary legislative sanction and the profession 
undertaking to accept the recommendation. The Court 
of Enquiry will be asked to report as soon as possible, 
hearing any evidence tendered on behalf of the 
Ministry, the Bn sg the approved societies or 
other interested parties. 


(4) The acceptance of the following statement as 4 
correct representation of the position :— 

*€ Medical benefit is, with sickness, disablement and 
maternity benefits, one of the primary benefits under 
the National Health Insurance Acts. Other benefits 
are. additional and contingent upon the foregoing 
being first provided. The question, what is the 
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roper amount of remuneration to be paid to the 
octors, is one to be determined on its merits by the 
Government after due enquiry and after negotiation 
with the representatives of the profession.” 


12. A Special Conference of representatives of Local Medical 
and Panel Committees was held on November 14th, 1923, to 
consider this revised offer, and the Conference unanimously 
resolved, in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Insurance Acts Committee to accept the offer with alternative 
(b) in paragraph 3 above, i.e., the Special Court of Enquiry 
into the capitation fee. Acting on the instructions of the 
Conference to deal with the withdrawal of the resignations in 
such manner as it should think best, the- Committee took 
steps to have them withdrawn in a way similar to that in 
which they had been collected. 


13. A Court of Enquiry, consisting of Mr. T. R. > arg 
K.C. (Chairman of the General Council of the Bar) (Chair- 
man), Mr. F. C. Goodenough (Chairman of Barclays ony | 
and Sir Gilbert Garnsey (of Messrs. Price, Waterhouse 
Company, Chartered Accountants), was set up with the 
following reference :— 


“To enquire and report to His Majesty’s Government 
what should be the amount of the capitation fee (per 
insured person per annum) on the basis of which the 
Central Practitioners’ Fund under Article 19 of the 
National Health Insurance (Medical Benefit) Regulations, 
1924, should be calculated as from the 1st January, 1924, 
so as to afford adequate remuneration for the time and 
service to be given by general practitioners under the 
conditions set out in those Regulations, in connection 
with the medical attendance and treatment of insured 
persons, due regard being had to the service in fact 
tendered under the Regulations hitherto in force. 


“This capitation fee is not to include any payment in 
respect of the supply of drugs and appliances (such pay- 
ments being made out of the Drug Fund under Article 24 
of the Regulations), nor any payments to meet the special 
conditions of practice in rural and semi-rural areas.” 


and the preparation of the profession’s printed case was 
entrusted to a Sub-Committee consisting of the Chairman 
of the Insurance Acts Committee (Dr. H. B. Brackenb 

and Drs. H. Guy Dain, J. P. Williams-Freeman, Hy, 
Cardale and J. W. Bone, together with the Medical and 
Deputy Medical Secretaries. This Sub-Committee had the 
assistance of the Solicitor of the Association (Mr. W. E. 
Hempson) and Counsel (Mr. Theobald Mathew) in the con- 
sideration of its case, and Professor A. L. Bowley, Sc.D., 
F.S.S., the eminent economist, prepared a memorandum on 
the change in the cost of living as applicable to the medical 
profession, as compared with 1914 and 1920. The complete case 
was published in the B.M.J. Supplement of January 5th, 1924, 
as also was the case presented on behalf of the Ministry of 
Health. Various other documents placed before the Court 
and reports of the proceedings thereof were published in the 
B.M.J. Supplements of January 12th, 19th and 26th, 1924. 
The case on behalf of the profession was supported verbally 
7 _ Brackenbury, the Medical Secretary and Professor 

wley. 


14. The Award of the Court, dated January 23rd, 1924, was 
as follows :— 

““We, the undersigned being the Court of Inquiry 
ee by a Minute of the Minister of Health and 
the Secretary for Scotland dated the 12th December, 1923, 
have inquired into the matter mentioned in such Minute 
and hereby report that the amount of the Capitation fee 
per insured person per annum on the basis of which the 
Central Practitioners’ Fund under Article 19 of the 
National Health Insurance (Medical Benefit) Regulations, 
1924, should be calculated as from the 1st January, 1924, 
so as to afford adequate remuneration for the time and 
service to be given by general practitioners under the 
conditions set out in those Regulations in connection with 
the medical attendance and treatment of insured persons 
due regard being had to the service in fact rendered under 
the Regulations hitherto in force (such Capitation fee not 
to include any payment in respect of the supply of drugs 
and appliances nor any payments to meet the special 
conditions of practice in rural and semi-rural areas) is 
nine shillings. 

“In the course of the inquiry it was stated on behalf 
of the Ministry of Health and the Secretary for Scotland 
and on behalf of the British Medical Association that our 
finding was only intended to be binding for the year 
from the Ist January, 1924, to the 3lst Recenter, 1924, 
but that both parties desired the Court to make a 
pe mamas covering such longer period as we should 

in 


“We therefore recommend that the Capitation fee of 
nine shillings so found by us should remain in force for 
@ period of three years from the 3lst December, 1924. 

T. R. Hueuss. 
F. C. Gooprnovex. 
GaRNsEY.” 


15. On March 24th, 1924, a bill was introduced into 
Parliament providing that that part of the capitation fee 
hitherto defrayed, in the first instance, by means of a 
Treasury Grant and subsequently out of the moneys of 
Approved Societies, will, for a period of three years at least, 
be paid out of the finances of the National Health Insurance 
Act, without any call being made upon either contributors 
or the Treasury. The cost, estimated at £1,350,000 per annum 
is to be obtained from the unclaimed balance of insurance 
stamps and from the excess interest earned by insurance 
funds. In other words, the money will be paid out of 
surpluses and not by the Treasury as most of the Approved 
Societies demanded. 


16. The Committee would like to place on record the fact 
that it had the publicly expressed support of the Society of 
Medical Officers of ealth and the Medical Women’s 
Federation in this matter. 


17. Many expressions of appreciation of the Committee’s 
efforts in this matter and of the special services rendered A 
the Chairman (Dr. H. B. Brackenbury) have been received, 
both from Panel Committees and individual practitioners. 
The Committee greatly appreciates these manifestations of 
satisfaction from its constituents and from the profession 
generally. 

Pusticrry Camparen. 

18. The 1923 Annual Conference appointed a Special Com- 
mittee composed of Drs. H. B. Brackenbury, J. W. Bone, 
F. G. Layton, C. F. T. Scott, Gordon R. Ward, G. C. Garratt 
and E. A. Gregg “to initiate and conduct a publicity and 
Parliamentary campaign ” in connection with the negotia- 
tions then taking place in regard to the 1924 capitation fee 
and to report to the Insurance Acts Committee. This Com- 
mittee held three meetings in all at which it discussed 
exhaustively the possibilities of an effective presentation of 
the insurance practitioner’s case before the public and 
Members of Parliament. It was decided that, as far as a 
Parliamentary campaign was concerned, this could best be 
furthered by each of Parliament being 
by the local profession, and a model letter to M.Ps. was 

repared setting out the full facts of the case on behalf of 
insurance practitioners. Copies of this circular were supplied 
to Panel Committees for circulation to their Members of 
Parliament, and, judging from the reports received, a con- 
siderable amount of support was obtained. 


19. The question of the promotion of a general publicity. 
campaign, however, presented a much more delicate an 
difficult problem. Many suggestions were discussed and a 
number of circulars were drafted for issue to insuréd persons, 
but ultimately the Insurance Acts Committee decided that 
the interests of insurance practitioners would be best served 
by not issuing any of these circulars and by continuing to 
use the press Shot centrally and locally whenever it seemed 
wise to do so. 


III.—1924 TERMS OF SERVICE. 


20. The Special Conference of L.M. & P. Committees, held 
in November, 1923, authorised the Committee to agree to the 
final draft of the 1924 Medical Benefit Regulations, and the 
Committee is glad to report that, with one exception, the 
various outstanding points were satisfactorily settled. The 
exception was new Rule 16 of the Certification Rules, which 
provides that an insurance practitioner shall, if desired by 
the patient, state on a certificate any form of special medical 
or other treatment which he has advised the patient to obtain 
and which he has been informed is provided by the insured 

rson’s Approved Society as an additional benefit. 

uring the early stages of the negotiations the Com- 
mittee had itself suggested a new provision whereby a 
practitioner in certifying would inform Approved Societies as 
to the need of any of their members for any extra treatment. 
The Ministry however declined to accept the Committee’s 
suggestion, introduced the proposal in a different form (i.e., 
Rule 16) at a later stage, and, in spite of repeated protests 
by the Committee, both as to the form of the Rule and as to 
the way in which it had been introduced, declined to alter 
it in accordance with the Committee’s wishes or delete it 
altogether. As this Rule has been imposed upon insurance 
practitioners ainst the wishes of their representatives, and 
in @ way whick does not appear just, the Committee advises 
insurance practitioners not go beyond the strict wording 
of the Rule, 
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[ SUPPLEMENT To THE - 
BRITISH MEDICAL JouRNaL 


Srampine or Certiricate Forms. 


21. It will be remembered that the Ministry of Health 
eventually withdrew the proposal that practitioners should 
be required to stamp insurance certificates with their name 
and address, and transferred this duty to Insurance Com- 
mittees provided that twenty-four hours notice was given 7 
the insurance practitioner when a fresh supply was needed. 
The Ministry also agreed to issue an order to Insurance 
Committees requiring them to supply each practitioner with 
an initial supply of the 1924 Certificate Books already 
stamped, and this was done. 


22. Complaints were received from one or two areas where 
the Insurance Committees demurred at oe this new duty 
imposed upon them, and in one area the Insurance Com- 
mittee issued a notice stating that insurance practitioners 
would be charged at the rate of 2d. per 100 forms pending 
the settlement of the question of payment for this work. 
On representations being made to the Ministry of Health, 
the difficulties mentioned above were satisfactorily settled. 


DeatH CERTIFICATE. 

23. On the issue of the new certificate books the attention 
of the Committee was drawn to the undesirability of the 
new death certificate being printed on the back of the Special 
Intermediate and Convalescent Form. The Committee, 
however, decided to — for three months the question 
of a protest being made thereto in order to ascertain whether 
the feeling in this matter was very widespread. Very shortly 
afterwards, however, the Ministry issued a notice stating 
that it had been decided to print the death certificate on a 
. separate slip which would be bound up in the books of com- 

ite certificates and in the books containing the forms of 
pecial Intermediate Certificates, etc. — 


‘Mopet Ruies anp PROCEDURE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
Mepicat 

24. The changes in the Medical Benefit Regulations 
necessitated various slight amendments being made in the 
above-mentioned Model Rules, and the Ministry, at the request 
of the Committee, submitted the revised draft into which 
the Committee was successful in introducing several amend- 
ments and modifications. On one point, however, the 
Committee has been unable to agree with the Ministry, 
namely, in connection with the attendance of a member at 
am adjourned meeting of the Medical Service Sub-Committee 
where he was unable to be present at the first meeting. The 
Ministry suggested a clause in the Model Rules providing 
that where a case has been opened before the Sats Comenittes 
and a member has not been present, that member shall not 
be entitled to be present or take part in the proceedings at 
an adjourned meeting and shall not be invited. The Com- 
mittee yg en that if a member of the Sub-Committee is 
unable to present at the first meeting at which any case 
is considered (and his deputy does not attend such first 
meeting in his place), he should be summoned to attend any 
adjourned meeting at which the case is to be further con- 
sidered, in order that he may peor neg in the proceedings 
if nec » but that he should not vote in connection with 
the case in question. This suggestion the Ministry has 
intimated that it is unable to agree to. The Ministry states 
that if a deputy member of the Sub-Committee attends a 
first meeting when any case is considered, it would be the 
ordinary practice to summon such deputy to any adjourned 
meeting for the further consideration of the same case. 


IV.—ROYAL COMMISSION INTO WORKING OF 

' NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM. 

25. The late Minister of Health (Sir William Joynson- 
Hicks), in the letter conveying his revised offer in connection 
with the 1924 capitation fee, stated that an impartial Royal 
Commission would be appointed “ to investigate and report 
upon the whole system established under the National Health 
Insurance Acts, including medical benefit and the remunera- 
tion of the practitioner,’ and promised that the terms of 
reference of the Commission would be agreed with the 
rofession. The Committee was duly consulted as to the 
ollowing terms of reference of the Commission:— — 

“To enquire into the scheme of National Health 
Insurance established by the National Health Insurance 
Acts, 1911-22, and to report what, if any, alterations, 
extensions or developments should be made in regard to 
the scope of that scheme and the administrative, financial 

and medical arrangements set up under it.” 

and, as a result of consideration thereof, caused the following 
— to be addressed to the Ministry of Health on March 21st, 
**T laid your letter of the 19th inst. before the Insurance 
Acts Committee at its meeting yesterday and I was 
instructed to say that the Committee considers the pro- 
posed reference to the Royal Commission to be compre- 


hensive and satisfactory. I am, however, instructed to 
remind you of paragraph 2 in the formula of the Minister 
of Health contained in eed letter to me of October 31st, 
1923. In this paragraph the Minister declared that “ an 
impartial Royal Commission will be appointed.” We 
attach a great deal of importance to this question of 
impartiality and we should strongly object to a large 
Commission composed of representatives of the different 
interests involved. Our idea of an impartial Commission 
is one the members of which are not committed by their 
pecuniary or other interests to the present or indeed an 
articular form of administration of the National Healt 
urance scheme. The members of such Commission 
should be people who approach the question with an 
epen mind and, if it is possible to obtain such persons, 
with no preconceptions either for or against the system.” 


- 26. The personnel of the Commission was announced on 


July 7th and is as follows :— 


Lord Lawrence of Kingsgate gg 
The Rt. Hon. Sir John Anderson, G.C.B. 
Sir Humphry Rolleston, Bart, K.C.B. 
Sir Alfred Watson, K.C.B. 

Sir Arthur Worley, C.B.E. 

Sir Andrew Duncan. 

Mr. A. D. Besant, F.I.A. 

Mr. Fred Bramley. 

Professor Alexander Gray. 

Miss Gertrude Tuckwell. 

Mrs. Harrison Bell. 

Mr. James Cook. 

Mr. John Evans. 

Mr. William Jones. 


27. In view of the Committee’s letter of March 2ist 
(quoted above) the Committee did not consider that the 
personnel of the Commission as a whole fulfilled the require- 
ments, and requested the Minister of Health to receive a 
small deputation from the Committee to discuss the whole 
matter. This was agreed to by the Minister of Health and 
Drs. Brackenbury, Bolam and Dain and the Medical Secretary 
waited upon him on July 30th. The result of this deputation 
is considered very unsatisfactory. The Committee has 
found it necessary to inform the Minister of Health that it 
is not satisfied with the personnel of the Royal Commission, 
and is doubtful whether the Commission has that weight 
which the public might expect in respect to a body which is 
to report on a matter undoubtedly affecting the future 
developments not only of the Insurance system but of public 
health in this country. Exception may be specially taken to 
the presence of Sir Afred Watson as a member of the Com- 
mission. He has been so peculiarly identified with the 
finances of the Act and his authority has so frequently been 
involved in acute controversial financial questions that it 
appears to the Committee that he might more properly have 
placed his experience and views before the Commission as a 
witness. However, having made this protest the Committee 
proposes to place before the Commission its evidence which 
will be primarily directed to the broad issues comprised in 
the terms of reference to the Commission. The Committee 
also wishes to refer the Conference to the leading article on 
this matter in the British Medical Journal of September 27th. 


28. As soon as the terms of reference to the Commission 
were decided upon the Committee considered the lines upon 
which the profession’s case should be prepared and the best 
means of preparing it. The possibility of extensions of the 
present Medical Benefit, either in the shape of (1) additional 
services, or (2) the inclusion of further sections of the com- 
munity, and the consequent likelihood of a wider section of 
the profession becoming thereby directly interested in the 
matter, raised the question as to whether it was desirable 
that the Committee, sommenes as it is of a large majority of 
insurance practitioners, should undertake the entire prepara- 
tion and presentation of the profession’s case. The Committee 
had no doubt but that its reference was sufficiently wide to 
enable it to do this, but decided to recommend the Council 
to appoint a Special Committee to enquire into the extensions 
of the scope of the N.H.I. system, such a Committee being 
composed of representatives of all sections of the profession 
and consisting of a personnel which would impress the Royal 
Commission and the public as being thoroughly representative 
of medical opinion. The Council adopted this recommenda- 
tion and the following are the constitution, terms of 
reference and personnel of the Special Committee :— ; 

Constitution and Terms of Reference: That a Special 
Committee, consisting of 31 pega (inclusive of the ex 
officio members), be appointed to consider any evidence as 
to extension of the scope of the National Health Insurance 
system, of which 12 members shall be appointed by the 
Insurance Acts Committee, with power to co-opt two 
additional members; that the Special Committee be 
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instructed to appoint a small number of representatives 
to attend the meetings of the Insurance Acts Committee 
until further notice; that the two Committees be 
instructed to arrange, when felt to be necessary, for 
joint meetings; and that the report of the evidence on 

half of the Association to be presented to the Royal 
Commission be settled by the two Committees jointly 
for report to the Council. 

Personnel of Committee: Ex-officio:Mr. J. Basil Hall, 
M.C.Cantab. (Bradford), Dr. H. B. Brackenbury 
(Hornsey), Dr. R. A. Bolam, LL.D. (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) 
and Mr. N. Bishop Harman (London). 

Appointed by Council: Dr. J. H. Badcock, L.D.S. 
(London), Prof. H. R. Dean, F.R.C.S. onteiioe, 
Lt.-Col. F. E. Fremantle, M.P., O.B.E., M.Ch., F.R.C.P. 
(Hatfield), Prof. A. J. Hall, M.D., F.R.C.P. (Sheffield), 
Mr. Somerville Hastings, M.P., M.S., F.R.C.S. (London), 
Dr. R. Wallace Henry (Leicester), Sir Thomas Horder, 
Bart., M.D., F.R.C.P. (London), Dr. W. J. Howarth, 

“ C.B.E. (London), Sir Ewen J. Maclean, M.D., F.R.C.P. 
(Cardiff), Mr. E. W. G. Masterman, F.R.C.S. (London), 
Dr. John Stevens (Edinburgh), Mr. E. B. Turner, 
F.R.C.S. (London), Sir Cuthbert S. Wallace, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., F.R.C.S. (London), Mr. H. J. Waring, C.B.E., M.S., 
F.R.C.S. (London) and Dr. Mabel Ramsay (Plymouth) 
(nominated by the Medical Women’s Federation). 

Appointed by Insurance Acts Committee: Dr. H. G. 
Dain (Birmingham), Dr. E. R. Fothergill (Hove), Dr. 
H. J. Cardale (London), Dr. J. G. McCutcheon (Glasgow), 
Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman (Andover), Dr. R. W. Craig 
(Dalkeith), Dr. H. S. Beadles (Romford), Dr. J. W. Bone 
(Luton), Dr. T. Wood Locket (Westbury, Wilts.), Dr. 
P. Macdonald (York), Mr. H. S. Souttar, C.B.E., F.R.C.S. 
(London), and one other (to be appointed to the vacancy 
caused by Dr. Brackenbury now being an ex-officio 
member). 


24. It is understood that the Royal Commission intends to 
start work in October and that the Association will have to 
be prepared with its memorandum of evidence by the end 
of the year. Several meetings of the Insurance Acts Com- 
mittee or of the Special Committee and of their Sub-Committees 
dealing with this matter have already been held, and it is 
hoped to issue an interim report to Local Medical and Panel 
Committees at an early date. 


V.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
Frees ror AN#STHETICS. 


30. As reported to Panel Committees in Circular M. 61, 
dated 19th June, 1924, the Committee has deemed it advisable 
to lay down what it considers to be the circumstances under 
which a practitioner may claim a fee from the local Practi- 
tioners’ Fund in respect of an anesthetic administered to 
one of his insured patients. These are as follows :— 


(a) An anesthetic fee is payable out of the local 
Practitioners’ Fund whenever an anesthetic is required 
for an operation inside the contract requiring the 
services of two practitioners, no matter by whom the 
anesthetic is given, provided such administration does 
not involve the application of special skill or experience 
of a degree or kind which general practitioners as a 
class cannot reasonably be expected to possess. 

(L) If an insurance practitioner gives the anesthetic, 
or gives assistance, in connection with any operation 
outside the contract, no fee is payable out of the local 
Practitioners’ Fund. 

(c) If the insurance practitioner himself possesses 
special skill and experience of a degree or kind which 
general practitioners as a class cannot reasonably be 
expected to possess, and performs an operation outside 
the contract, then he can claim a fee out of the local 
Practitioners’ Fund for the administration of an 
anesthetic if he provides a second practitioner to give the 
anesthetic, provided such administration does not 
involve the application of special skill or experience of 
a degree or kind which general practitioners as a class 
cannot reasonably be expected to possess. 


In areas where the adoption of these principles may, to 
& greater or lesser degree, be considered inequitable, the 
Committee suggests that Panel Committees should, subject 

_ the approval of the Insurance Committee and the 
Ministry, vary the local Distribution Scheme in accordance 
with its wishes. The matter is, however, of sufficient 
‘mportance generally to make it desirable that the Insurance 
Acts Committeé should be consulted before any modification 
ts finally adopted. 


Fees for Anesthetics in connection with Confinements. 


31. The Committee’s advice has been sought in connection 
with a ruling of the Ministry of Health (given in the first 


‘demands 


instance to a Panel Committee) that an insurance practi- 
tioner is responsible for providing an anesthetist in con- 
nection with an operation at a confinement. The Ministry 
stated that under Clause 9 (6) of the Terms of Service a 
practitioner was required to provide an anesthetist when 
necessary in connection with “‘ any operation .... which 
he may undertake outside these terms of service,’’ and that 
this covered the service in question. The Insurance Acts 
Committee took strong exception to this ruling, being of 
Opinion that the administration of an anesthetic in con- 
nection with a confinement is part of ‘‘ treatment in respect 
of a confinement,” which, under Clause 8 (3) of the Terms 
of Service, is outside the agreement altogether, and in 
acquainting the oe with its own view expressed above, 
pointed out that if the Committee’s view was not legally 
correct an immediate alteration of the Regulations must be 
asked: for so as specifically to exclude from a practitioner's 
agreement the obligation to give an anesthetic in connection 
with a confinement, thus bringing the legal interpretation 
of the Regulations into line with what has always been 
understood to be the case. At the same time the Committee 
asked Panel Committees to advise their constituents to adhere 
to the view expressed by the Committee. The oe 
promised to introduce an amending Regulation dealing wit 
the matter and to submit a draft of such Regulation to the 
Committee beforehand. The Committee is pleased to report 
that the Ministry has issued an amended Kegulation which 
satisfies the Committee’s requirements hereon. 

The course of events in this case again illustrates the 
danger of an individual Panel Committee approaching the 
Ministry on a matter of general importance without having 
first communicated with the Insurance Acts Committee. 


INVESTIGATION OF EXCESSIVE PRESCRIBING. 

32. Regulation 37, dealing with the investigation of 
excessive prescribing, has not yet been put into operation 
owing to the fact that the Regional Medical Officers of the 
Ministry of Health are at the present time engaged in a 
survey of prescribing under the Acts. This, it was ex lained 
by the Ministry in a circular letter dated 29th February, 
1924, is being undertaken with a desire to ascertain the 
reasons for (1) the continuous rise, year by year, which has 
been observed in the cost of drugs and appliances supplied 
to insured persons since the abolition, in 1920, of the arrange- 
ment known as the “ floating sixpence,’’ and (2) the marked 
difference which has apparently n observed in respect of 
the cost between areas in which relevant conditions appear to 
be fairly comparable. The Ministry has undertaken that no 
disciplinary action shall be taken in connection with any 
information obtained in the course of the survey. A number 
of interviews will necessarily have to take place between 
Regional Medical Officers and individual insurance practi- 
tioners, the purpose of which will be to obtain information in 
regard to peculiarities of local prescribing, and it should be 
understood that those practitioners who are interviewed have 
not been selected because they are suspected of being guilty 
of excessive prescribing. 

33. Several Panel Committees being desirous of continuing 
to undertake the preliminary investigation of cases of alleged 
excessive prescribing have applied to the Ministry for per- 
mission to do this, and, after supplying information as to 
their past action and future arrangements in this matter, 
have been informed that further consideration will be given 
to their applications after the completion of the above- 
mentioned survey by the Regional Medical Staff. 


ConTRAVENTION BY APPROVED SociETIES OF CERTIFICATION 
RvLgs. 5 
34. With reference to paragraph 45 of the last Annual 
Report of the Committee, a number of further instances of 
by Approved Society agents for certificates in 
circumstances which would involve an infringement of the 
Certification Rules, have been brought to the notice of the 
Ministry of Health. These include demands fer (a) certifi- 
cates on a particular day of the week, (b) back-dated 
certificates, (c) certificates to cover up over-payment by the 
agent, (d) certificates for times when the insured person has 


been away from home. 

35. The Committee was later informed of the action which 
had been taken by the Ministry in each of the cases brough to 
its notice, and received an assurance that steps would be 
taken with the object of securing as far > ata the 
instructions issued by the Societies concerned to their agents 
and officers were such as to preclude irregularities of the 
kind to which the Committee had drawn attention. It was 
also promised that the general considerations arising out of 
the cases mentioned would be breught to the notice of all 
Societies. This, the Committee notes with satisfaction, was 
doue in a printed circular to Approved Societies (Circula: 


A.3. 233) in March, 1924. 
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Ministry or Heatrn Distrisvrion Commitrex oN CENTRAL 
AND MILEAGE Poots. 
36. The following are the Committee’s representatives on 
d of Health Distribution Committee re Central 
‘ool 


Dr. H. G. Dain (Birmingham), 
Dr. E. Lewys-Lloyd 
_Dr. G.C. Anderson (Deputy Medical Secretary, B.M.A.), 
One vacancy. 

together with 
Dr. J. P. Wiiliams-Freeman (Andover), 
Dr. W. Baigent (Northallerton, Yorks.), 
Dr. H. C. Jonas (Barnstaple), 


when questions concerning the Central Mileage Fund are 
under consideration. 


Mepica, Service CasE 
(£1,000 Fre). 


37. Panel Committees are doubtless aware of the case 
which arose in Lancashire last autumn in which two medical 
practitioners in —- were charged with makin 
improper charges to insured persons for medicines wastiel, 
with the result that the Minister of Health inflicted a fine 
of £1,000. The Committee has had the case under review and, 
after considering the full facts thereof, including the report 
of the Court of Enquiry set up by the Minister before the 
fine was inflicted, came to the conclusion that, for the follow- 
ing reasons the penalty was out of all proportion to the 
offence :— 

(1) that after much investigation, in addition to some 
few cash cases, there were only 13 cases of charges bein 
made amounting to just over £60 spread over a period o 
six years; 

(2) that the investigation was only made possible by 
the co-operation of the two practitioners themselves in 

lacing their books at the inspection of the Insurance 

mmittee ; 


(3) that the practitioners did not make direct sugges- 


tion of a charge except in three cases; 

(4) that no further accounts were rendered by the 
doctors after they were warned; 

(5) that the sums received from patients had been 
refunded. 

(6) that the action of the doctors was rather in 
ignorance of the law than with intent to evade the 
obligation with a view to private profit; and 


(7) that the doctors concerned enjoyed a reputation for 
wd work and character. 


33. In the meantime the case was placed by the two 
ractitioners before the London and Counties Medical Pro- 
ction Society, and that body obtained Counsel’s opinion to 
the effect that there was a good chance of success attaching 
to an appeal to the High Courts upon the ground of irregular 
procedure on the part of the Minister of Health in the es 
art of the case. An appeal was lodged but the King’s Benc 
Divisional Court decided that there was rye that could 
be said to be ultra vires the Minister of Health in fining 


the two practitioners. 


39. The Committee then considered what further action 
could be taken and decided that, apart from the question of 
legality, the attention of the Ministry of Health should be 
drawn to the conclusions of the Committee set out in the 
pare paragraph. ‘This was done by deputation. A further 
etter from the Ministry ethos. unsatisfactory, another 
communication has been addres to the Ministry and a 
reply is awaited. It is hoped to lay this correspondence 
before the Conference. 


Movet ScHEME. 


40. The attention of the Ministry has been drawn to the 
fact that although in December last it promised to submit 
to the Committee a draft of the new model mileago scheme 
which was being prepared, the draft scheme was issued by 
the Ministry in July to Panel Committees without having 
been submitted to the Insurance Acts Committee. The scheme 
has now been referred to the Rural Practitioners’ Sub- 
Committee and it is hoped to report thereon to the Conference. 


AppITIONAL Benerit Form. 


41. The Committee has had its attention drawn to a form 
of certificate in use by a Society which is administering 
ophthalmic benefit as an additional benefit. The certificate 
was one which the practitioner was asked to sign stating 
that the insured person ‘should consult an Optician. . 


that it is properly word 


The Committee took st al 
mmi strong exception to practitione i 
asked to sign such a declaration, not onl rina it wa 
opinion that insured persons should ‘be encouraged to 
consult Fg ser surgeons in cases of defective vision but 
because t signing of such a certificate might be held to be 
of the nature of “covering” an unqualified practitioner 
Representations were accordingly made to the Mintetes of 
Health, and the draft of a revised form of certificate hag 
been submitted for the Committee’s approval. This revised 
draft is not entirely satisfactory, and the Ministry has beep 

so informed. 


42. It may here be mentioned that practitioners are under 
no obligation to complete such a form of certificate ag is 
mentioned above. If a does so he should 


Pansat CoMMITTEES AND HoLpING oF INQUESTS WHERE INSURANCE 
PRACTITIONER’s CONDUCT HAS BEEN IN DISPUTE. 


43. The Committee has had under consideration the 
question of notice being given to Panel Committees of the 
holding of inquests where an insurance practitioner's 
conduct is likely to be in dispute, and is pleased to be able 
to report that, as a result of representations made by it 
through the Ministry of Health, the Home Office has issued 
a circular letter to Coroners asking them to give Insurance 
and -Panel Committees an opportunity of being heard at 
inquests whenever it appears ikely that the administration 
of the National Health Insurance Acts, or the conduct of a 


practitioner under the Acts, will be called in question. 


Temporary RESIDENTS IN INSTITUTIONS. 


44. The Committee’s attention has been drawn to the 
ractice in some areas where there is a convalescent home or 
infectious diseases hospital, whereby the visiting Medical 
Officer of such institution ~ the temporary resident portion 
of the insured inmates’ medical cards, but gives no medical 
advice or treatment, merely signing certificates of incapacity, 
The Committee. is of opinion that it is not nece 
that insured persons should have an insurance certificate in 
such cases, a statement by one of the lay officers of the 
institution to the effect that the insured person is an in-patient 
seeming to be all that is necessary. The Panel Committees 
concerned have been advised that if the practice continues, 
the Committees should take into consideration the advisability 
of reducing materially the ratio of payment for tempor 
residents who are inmates of such institutions (as cmabolll 
in the local distribution scheme). - 


TEsTING OF MEDICINES. 


45. The Committee was asked for its advice in a case where 
an Insurance Committee had requested the Panel Committee 
to grant facilities for obtaining prescriptions from insurance 
practitioners for the purpose of securing medicines from 
chemists in order that tests might be carried out. The Com 
mittee expressed the opinion that, while there could be no 
objection to the Insurance Committee doing this work, it was 
desirable that any action taken should be with the knowledge 
and concurrence of the Pharmaceutical Committee. 


EXAMINATION OF APPLICANTS FOR ENTRANCE INTO FRIENDLY 
Socrerizs. 

46. The prog | of a Friendly Society recently approached 
a member of the Association stating that under a new Rule 
all fresh applicants to the Friendly Society must submit to 
medical examination before being admitted to the Lo 
asked the practitioner to accept the post of medical examiner, 
and enquired what fees he would charge therefor. The 
feeling in the district was strongly against any one medical 
man acting as sole examiner to this Club, it being considered 
that new members should be examined by the doctor of theit 


choice. . 


47. The Committee on being consulted expressed the 
opinion that there could be no real objection on the 
part of the profession to a Friendly Society as such, 
any similar established on a _non-statutory basis, 
engaging one medical man as medical examiner, thus 
securing one uniform medical standard of admission, but 
that on several grounds this would be objectionable ™ 
admitting insured persons to Approved Societies. 


48. As this matter had also been under consideration by the 
Medico-Political and Parliamentary Committee of the Associ# 
tion, the above expression of opinion was submitted to the 
Representative Rody of the Association in July and ‘was 
adopted in the following form :— 

That. the Representative Body is of opinion that there 
is no cbjection to Friendly Societies or similar organis® 


SUPPLEMENT 
| 
if 
j 
{ 
| 
| {a 
| q 
| 
4 


ntinues, 
isability 
mpor 


Oct. 4, 1924 


Association Notices. 


SUPP “ENT TO THE 
MEpIcaL JouRNAL 7 


‘tions which require entrance medical examinations 
insisting upon having these examinations carried out by 
an appointed doctor or doctors, except in the case ot 
(a) admission of insured persons as such to Approved 
Societies, or (b) eligibility for membership of Public 
Medical Services. 


StaTIstics as TO INSURANCE WorK, ETC. 


49. A special circular (M.62) was issued to Panel Com- 
mittees on July 18th, 1924, asking for their assistance in 
obtaining a number of insurance practitioners who would be 
willing to keep records of their attendances on insured 

rsons and, in the case of rural practitioners, of miles 
travelled in visiting patients. Panel Committees were alse 
asked to supply the names of any practitioners who would 
be willing to keep accounts of their income and expenditure 
in a book to be provided by the Insurance Acts Committee. 


50 The Committee is very much concerned about this matte: 
and hopes that Panel Committees will do all they can to help. 
It is true that there is very little likelihood of an attempt 
being made to revise the capitation fee during the next 
two or three years, but it is no use waiting until that time 
arrives before an attempt is made to collect the necessary 
data. The Committee should be in possession of adequate 
data in respect of every year if it is to be in a position to de 
justice to the profession’s case on future occasions, and the 

uired information can only be obtained from insurance 

ractitioners themslves. Furthermore, the Royal Commission 
will doubtless ask for up-to-date information of this kind, 
and, as this is likely to be the most important investigation 
which has so far been carried out under the Acts, the pro- 
fession’s representatives should not be placed in the position 
of having to say that there are no up-to-date figures available. 


51. The necessary forms for keeping the records can be 
obtained from the Head Office, and if Panel Committees will 
supply the names of those who are willing to keep them, they 
will be sent direct to the individual practitioner. 


INVESTIGATION OF MEDICAL SERVICE. 


52. The Committee is unable to see any methcd by which 
action can be taken to give effect to the suggestion in the 
following motion (Min. 37) referred to it for consideration 
by the 1923 Annual Panel Conference :— 


That no body on which laymen sit should have power 
to hold os as to the correctness of any treatment 
given or advised. 


ProcepurE oF Mepicat Services Sus-CoMMITTEE, — 


53. The 1923 Annual Panel Conference referred to the 
Committee for consideration the proposal in the following 
motion (Min. 50) with which the Committee is unable to 
agree :— 

That this Conference requests the Insurance Acts 
Committee to do its utmost to procure the power for 
the Medical Service Sub-Committees or their Chairmen to 
request any or every witness to sign a declaration of 
truth of their evidence. 


Reciprociry BETWEEN INSURANCE PRACTITIONERS AND MINISTRY 
oF PENSIONS. 


| 54. It is hoped that at an early date a conference will 
take place between representatives, of the Ministry and the 
Committee for the purpose of discussing questions connected 
with the above matter. 


Mepicat Carbs. 


56, The 1923 Annual Panel Conference expressed the opinion 
(Min. 37) that an insured person desiring to transfer from 
the list of one practitioner to that of another should himself 
be required to sign the medical card or, where he is unable 
to write, to make his mark in the presence of a witness. This 
gpision was brought to the attention of the Ministry of 

ealth, and also the fact that it was anderstood that frequently 
Persons, other than the insuved person concerned, signed 
the appropriate space in the medical card in the case 
of transfer from one practitioner to another. The Ministry 
in reply has pointed out that the medical card already con- 
tains provision for the signature of the insured person and 
it would not be practicable for the signature to be verified 
by the Insurance Committee in each case of transfer, and 
that so far as the Ministry was aware there were no grounds 
for supposing that medical cards were signed in cases of 
transfer by persons other than the insured person concerned. 
The Ministry has promised to arrange for enquiries to be 


made in connection with any cases of the kind which the 
Committee cares to furnish to the Department. 


Association Aotices. 


VACANCY IN COUNCIL, 1924-25. 


In connexion with the vacancy among the ‘‘ 24’’ members of 
the Council, owing to the resignation of Mr. N. Bishop Harman 
upon his election as Treasurer of the Association, which appoint- 
ment carries with it ex officio membership of the Courcil, Mr. 
E. W. G. Masterman and Dr. F. W. Goodbody were nominated. 
Voting papers were therefore issued on September 13th to 
3,461 members of the Metropolitan Counties Branch, of which 
number 598 were returned, 1 of which was spoilt. Of the 
remainder, 330 were in favour of Dr. Goodbody and 267 in 
favour of Mr. Masterman. Dr. Goodbody therefore becomes a 
member of the Council for the remainder of the session 1924-25, 


ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


Birmincuam Branco.—The annual meeting of the Birminghar 
Branch will take place in the Birmingham Medical Institute, Great 
Charles Street, on Thursday, October 16th, at 3.30 p.m, 

GioucestersHire Brancu.—The closing meeting of the present 
session of the Gloucestershire Branch will be held at the Royal 
Infirmary, Gloucester, on Thursday, October 9th, at 6.15 p.m. 
Agenda: 6.15 p.m., clinical cases; 7 p.m., report of representative 
to Annual Representative Meeting. After the meeting there will 
be a supper at the Spread Eagle Hotel (5s. each, exclusive of wine). 

Kent Branco: Dartrorp Division.—A general meeting of the 
Dartford Division will be held at the Livingstone Hospital at 
3 p.m. on Tuesday, October 7th. Business: Election of repre- 
sentative on Branch Council; report of representative in 
Representative Body; Public Medical Service Scheme. 

Merazopouitan Counties Brancn: City Drviston.—A_ general 
meeting of the City Division will be held at the Shoreditch Borough 
Council’s Model Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, Kingsland 
Road, opposite the Shoreditch Poor Law Offices, on Tuesday, 
October 14th, at 9.15 p.m., when Dr. E. Bernard Myers, C.M.G., 
will read a paper on the nutritional disturbances of infancy. There 
will be an opportunity to inspect the centre. 

South Mipranp Brancu: Bepronpsnire Diviston.—The annual 
meeting of the Bedfordshire Division will be held at the -_ * 
Hotel, Bedford, to-day (Friday, October 3rd), at 3 p.m. The 
Chairman invites the members to luncheon at the Bridge Hotel at 
1.15 p.m. Agenda: Annual report; election of officers. Dr. T. J. 
Bokenham, medical officer of the Electrical Department at the Sussex 
County Hospital, Brighton, wil] give an address on electro-therapy. 
After the meeting tea will be provided at the Bridge Hotel. 
An a Committee meeting will be held previous to the 
annual meeting. 

Wa.es Monmovtusuire Branch: Swansea Divisioy.— 
The annual dinner of the Swansea Division will be held at the 
Hotel Metropole, Wind Street, Swansea, on October 9th, at 7.15 p.m. 
sharp. Dr. A. Mills Kennedy, Professor of Medicine in the Welsa 
National School of Medicine, will be the guest of the evenin and 
will give an address during the dinner. Tickets 12s. 6d. (exclusive 
of wine). Cars may be left at the garage in Fisher Street. All 
practitioners are invited, whether members or not. ; 

Sussex Bricuton Division.—A visit will be paid by 
members of the Brighton Division to Northease Farm, Iford, near 
Lewes, on Saturday, October 4th, for the purpose of inspecting the 
farm and seeing the method of production of pure milk. Members 
will be taken over by car to the farm, where Dr. A. Griffith, 
medical officer of health for Hove, will give a short address on the 
importance of a clean milk supply. Miss Byng Lucas and Captain 
Stamper have kindly invited the members to tea. Cars_ will 
assemble at the Aquarium and leave at 2.30 . The next clinical 
meeting of the Brighton Division will be held at the Royal Sussex 
County Hospital on Thursday, October 23rd, ai 3.45 p.m. 


Insurance. 


CRITICISM OF THE PANEL SYSTEM. 

In the Daily Express of September 4th Dr. A. 
Blackhall-Morison (London, W.) was reported as having 
made certain statements regarding the National Health 
Insurance system. He was speaking, it would appear, 
on behalf of the National Medical Union, of which he is 
president. Dr. Blackhall-Morison’s attention was drawn 
to this report by the Deputy Medical Secretary of the 
British Medical Association on September 8th. Dr. Black- 
hall-Morison now requests us to publish the following letter, 
addressed by him to the editor of the Daily Express, which, 
we understand, has not so far appeared in that newspaper: 

“THE PANEL SYSTEM. 

“To the Eprtor of the Dai/y Express. i 
“‘ Sir,—Although my name is not correctly given in your remark) 


upon the panel system in your issue of to-day (September 4th), aa 
interview I had with one of your representatives yesterday is 
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evidently referred to. With the general tenor of your remarks 
and report of the meeting I am in accord, but with your per- 
mission should like to add that I pogo stated to your repre- 
sentative that many panel doctors did their work quite conscien- 
tiously, and that neglect and error may be met with in any 
sphere of practice. , 
‘**Desirous as we are that there should be a State medical 
service for those unable to provide medical attendance for them- 
selves, and being in no way averse to a proper scheme of health 
insurance which will secure at once the freedom of the patient 
In the choice of his doctor and the freedom of our profession 
from bureaucratic control and supervision, I am wishful that my 
name should not be associated with any exaggerated and wholesale 
sondemnation even of our opponents. I am confident that the 
success of our movement will best be promoted by the avoidance 
of all extravagance of language. A good cause requires no such 


aid.—Yours faithfully, 
** (Sgd.) A. 


VACANCIES. 


Acton HosprTaL.—Resident Medical Officer. Salary £150 per annum. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE: DistRIct INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon. Salary at the 
rate of £150 per annum. 

BLACKBURN UNION.—Resident Assistant Medical Officer at the Institution 
and ~~ oy Salary £200 per annum. 

Bristot Royal HospiraL FOR SICK CHILDREN AND WOMEN.—House-Physician. 
Salary £125 per annum. 

BristoL Royal InFiRMARY.—(1) Honorary Dermatologist. (2) Honorary 
Assistant Surgeon to the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. 

CARNARVONSHIRE AND ANGLESEY I 
Organizer. Salary £250, non-resident. 

CENTRAL LONDON THROAT, Nos, AND Ear HospitaL, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1. 
—Second Resident House-Surgeon (male). Remuneration £75 per annum. 

Croypon General HospitaL.—Junior Physician. 

DuMrrigs : CRICHTON ROYAL MentaL Hospitat.—Assistant Physician (male). 
Salary £350, plus £50 if possessing diploma in psychiatry. 

EGyPtiAN GOVERNMENT : SCHOOL Of MEDIZINB, Cairo.—Lecturer in Chemistry 
(Egyptians only), Pay £E.500 a year. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE Mental Hospitats.—Junior Assistant Medical Officer at 
the Second County Mental Hospital, —~ Hill. Salary £350 per annum. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE RoOyaL INFIRMARY AND Eye InstiTuTION, Gloucester.— 
Assistant House-Surgeon —. Salary £150 

Hendon Ursan DIstRIct UNCIL.—Assistant 
Salary £600 per annum. 

HoLsorN Unrton.—Second Assistant Medical Officer at the Holborn and 
Finsbury Hospital, Archway Road, N. Salary £300 per annum. 

HoOsPitaL FOR CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE CHEST, Brompton, S.W.— 
House-Physician, Appointment for six months; honorarium 4 

HosPrtaL FoR SicK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—House- 
Physician and Assistant Casualty Officer. Salary £50 each. 

Lancaster County MENTAL Hospitat.—Assistant Medical Officer. Salary 
£300 per annum, plus bonus, at present £132 1s. 

LEAMINGTON Spa: THe WARNEFORD, LEAMINGTON, AND SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE 
GENERAL HosprtaL.—Resident House-Surgeon. Salary £150 per annum. 
LeicesteR ROYAL InriRMaRy.—House-Physician. Salary at the rate of 

£125 per annum. 
LonDoN HospitaL DentaL ScHoot.—Honorary Anaesthetist. 
LONDON TeMPERANCE HospiTaL, Ham Road, N.W.1.—Medical Registrar. 
Honorarium at the rate of 40 guineas per annum. 
MANCHESTER RoyAL INFIRMARY (Gentral Branch). ) Resident Medical 
alary £200 and £100 


Officer. (2) Assistant Medical Officer. Ladies. 
Misian von, Sours-Eusr Loupon, 

JENERAL HOSPITAL FOR SOUTH-East LONDON, Greenwich Road, S.E.10. 

—House-Physician (male). Salary £125 per annum, gts 

NarsBURY MENTAL HospiTaL, near 8t. Albans.—Fourth Assistant Medical 
Officer. Salary and bonus £526 10s. per annum. 

GREEN CHILDREN’S HospitaL, London, W.2.—House-Surgeon. 

ry £150 


annum, 
a osPiTaAL, City Road, E.C.—Physician with charge of Out- 


r annum, 
edical Officer (woman). 


Satrorp Union InNFIPMARY.—First Assistant Resident Medical Officer (male). 


ARBOROUGH UNION.— ica icer and Public Vaccinator f 

Law Institution. Salary £140 per annum ond Seen. 

Wasragpnetes HospitaL, S.W.—(1) Obstetric Surgeon. (2) Assistant Obstetric 
urgeon. 


CERTIFYING Factory SURGEONS.—The Chief Inspector of Factories announces 
the following vacant appointments: Castleton (Derbyshire), Welling- 
borough (Northamptonshire), Swaffham (Norfolk). : 

Blackpool and Kirkham Coun 4). Appli 
to Private Becretary, Home Ofice, by October “PPlications 


This list of vacancics is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full purticulars will be found. To ensure notice in this 
column advertisements must be reccived not later than the first 
post on Tuesday morning. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES. 
RoyaL Society or MEDICINE.—Section of Orthopaedics: Tues., 5 p.m., Cases. 
30 p.m., Presidential Address by Mr. H. A. T. Fair nk: Some Affec- 
tions of the Epiphyses. Cases illustrating unusual conditions of epi- 
physes will be shown. Section of Thurs., 8.30 p.m., 
dential Address by Dr. Farquhar Buzzard: The Evolution of 
Neurology and its bearing on Medical Education. Clinical Section: 
Fri., 5 p.m., Cases. Section of Ophthalmology: Fri., 8 p.m., Cases. 
8.30 p.m., Presidential Address by Sir Arnold Lawson ‘Tinted Lenses and 
their Uses. Discussion is invited. Mr. A. F. MacO&llan: Cataract 
Operations in Egvpt. 
MANCHESTER MepicaL Society, Manchester Infirmary.—Wed., 8 p.m. 
Dr. Arthur F. Hurst: The Sphincters of the Alimentary Canal an 
their Clinical Importance. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
Fe:LowsHip OF MEDICINE AND_ Post-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
1, Wimpole Street, W.1L.—West Lecture Hail, Royal Society of Medicine: 
tures open all members of the medical profession, at 5.30 p.m. 
Mon., The General Pathol of Cancer; Wed., Cancer from a Medical 
Point of View. Bethlem Royal Hospital, St. George’s Fields, S.E.1: 
Lecture Demonstration, Tues. and Sat., at 11 a.m. London School of 


NFIRMARY, Bangor.—General Secretary and . 


Eyetene and Tropical Medicine, Endsleigh Gardens, N.W.: Tues. and 

urs., Clinical onstrations on sora Medicine at 2 p.m. Royal 
Free Hospital, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1: Wed., 5.30 p.m. 
Demonstration on Treatment by Electro-Therapy, ‘Nustrated by Cases, 

HOsPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.—Thurs., 4 p.m, 
Dacryocystitis Neonatorum. 

LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY CLINICAL SCHOOL.—3.30 p.m. daily. Mon., Children’s 
Hospital: Hare-lip and Cleft Palate. Tues., Southern Hospital: 
Surgical Cases. ed., Northern Hospital: Prostatism. Thurs., Stanley 
Hospital: Action of Thyroid and Pituitary Glands. Fri., Royal 
Infirmary : Medical Cases, particularly Neurological. 

LONDON HOOL OF DERMATOLOGY, St. John’s Hospital for Diseases 
of the Skin, Leicester Square, W.C.2.—Chesterfield Lectures. Tues, 
5 p.m., Dr. J. Stowers: Introductory. Thurs., 5 p.m., Dr. J. M. i 
MacLeod: Anatomy. 

MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.—Tues., 4.15 p.m., Lloyd Roberts Lecture by 
Sir John Bland-Sutton, P.R.O.S.: Attic Salt for Gall Stones. Fri, 
Su 2. Professor H. S. Raper: Fat Metabolism and Some of its 

isorders. 

St. Mary’s Hosprtan Mepican ScHoo,, Paddington, W.—Sat., 11 a.m. to 
12 noon, Chronic Metritis, etc. ; 13 noon to 1 .m., Toxic Factor in 
Disease; 2 to 3 p.m., Neurology; 3 to 4 p.m., Cardiac Irregularities, 
Sun., 10.30 a.m., Diet and Disease; 11.30 a.m., Gastric Ulcer. Mon, 
10 to 11 a.m., “+. -¥ Hypochondriac Pain; 11 a.m. to 12 noon, Puerperal 
Fever; 12 noon to 1 p.m., Acute Abdominal IIness in Children; 2 to 
3 p.m., Medical Treatment of Colonic Toxaemia; 3 to 4 p.m., Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

West Lonpon Hosprtat CoLLece, Hammersmith, W.—Mon, 
12 noon, Applied Anatomy. Tues., 12 noon, chest Cases. Wed., 2 pm, 
Skin Department. Thurs., 2 p.m., Genito-Urinary Department. Fri, 
12 noon, Surgical Registrar: Surgical Pathology. Sat., 10 a.m., Medical 
Diseases of Children. Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m, 
In- and Out-patients, Operations, Special Departments. 
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Reference and Lending Library. — 

Tus Rearina Room, in which books of reference, periodicals, and 
standard works can be consulted, is open to members from 
10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., Saturdays 10 to 2. 

Lenpinc Lisrary: Members are entitled to borrow 
including current medical works; they will be forwarded 
desired, on application to the Librarian, accompanied by 6d 
for each volume for postage and packing. 


Departments. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ADVERTISEMENTS (Financial Secretary and Busines 
Manager. Telegrams: Articulate Westrand, London). 
MEDICAL SECRETARY (Telegrams: Medisecra Westrand, London). 
—, British Medical Journal (Telegrams: Aitiology Westrand, 
London). 
Telephone number for qi departments: Gerrard 2630 (3 lines). 


ScortisH MepicaL Secretary: 6, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. (Tele 
grams: Associate, Edinburgh. Tel. : 4361 Central.) 

IRIsH MEDICAL SECRETARY: 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin. (Tele 
grams: Bacillus, Dublin. Tel.: 4737 Dublin.) 


Diary of the Association, 
OCTOBER. 
3 Fri. London: Dominions Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
Bedfordshire Division: Annual Mecting, Bridge Hotel, Bedford 
3 p.m. Luncheon, 1.15 p.m. 
Sat. Brighten ng Visit to Northease Farm, Iford, neat 
Lewes, 2. -m. : 
Mon. London : Lunacy Law and Administration Committee, 2.30 p.m 
Tues. Jondon: Naval and Military Committee, 2.36 p.m, 
Dartford Division : Livingstone Hospital, 3 p.m, 
Wed. London: Finance Committee, 2.50 p.m. 
London ; Non-Panel Subcommittee, 3.15 p.m. 3 
Thurs. London: Arrangements Committee. Council Members, Tl a.m; 
Full Committee, 2.30 p.m 
London: Dental of the Insurance Actt 
Royal Commission Committee, 5.50 p.m. 
Gloucestershire Branch : Royal Infirmary, Gloucester, 6.15 pm 
Supper, Spread Eagle Hotel, at conclusion of meeting. 
Swansea Division ‘. Annual Dinner, Hotel Metropole, Wind 
Street, Swansea, 7.15 p.m. LS 
Wakefield Pontefract, and Castleford Division : Bull Restau 
Wakefield. B.M.A. Lecture by Mr. Frank Coke on P 
Points in Treatment of Asthma, 8.30 Supper, 8 p.m. 
10 Fri. London: Laboratory Subcommittee “ of Insurance Act 
Royal Commission Committee, 2.50 
14 Tues. City Division: Shoreditch Borough Council’s Model Maternity 
and Child Welfare Centre, Kingsland Road. Paper ua 
Bernard Myers on the Nutritional Disturbances of I 1 
9.15 p.m. 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, @ 

Deaths f 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the notit 

not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS. 
UDSON.—On September 28th, to Winifred Alison (née Arnold wife 
Judson of Portscatho, Cornwall (formerly of Ash on-under 
Lyne), a@ son. wil 
LEMPRIERE.—On September 23rd, to Wenefride Southe (née Baker), 
of Dr. L. R. Leupelere of Haileybury College, Hertford, a daughter. 
MARRIAGE. 
Owen—THoMis.—On September 3rd, at Shiloh, Aberystwyth 
TE, Roberts, MA. assisted by the Rev. J. Lewis Jenkins CLivernaay 
the Rev. James Abel, B.A. (St. David’s), and the Rev. J. D. vena od 
(Aberystw th), David Richard Owen, Basney Street, Liverpool, 
of the ot ev. T. G. Owen, M.A. ‘(Liverpoo , and of Mrs. b 
166, Anfield Road, Live 1, to Nellie atpen Thomas, daughter 
Alderman and Mrs. Daniel Thomas, Trewen, berystwyth. 


tue Ret 
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